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What does Insights have to offer?

• Data Sources
• View Data by Topic 
• Compare Counties
• Regional Summaries
• Feature Links
• Additional Resources



Data Sources



Vital Statistics



Death Data
• Data on all resident deaths and deaths that occurred in 

state
• Cause of death

• underlying vs. multiple causes
• Location of residence

• down to county
• Location of death

• hospital, home, nursing home, or other
• Demographic information
• Did tobacco use contribute to death

• yes, no, probably, unknown
• Manner of death



Birth Data
• Data on all resident births and births that occurred in state
• Parental characteristics
• Location of birth 

• hospital, birthing center, home etc. 
• Prenatal care
• Smoking/alcohol use during pregnancy
• Method of delivery
• Birth outcomes 

• weight, apgar score, abnormal conditions
• Breastfeeding status at discharge



Hospital and Emergency department 
discharge data



ED Encounters and Inpatient Admissions

• Data on ED and hospital discharges from majority of hospitals 
in state
• Voluntary system through Montana Hospital Association

• Does not represent individual people and cannot be de-
duplicated
• A person may have been transferred to another hospital, which would 

be counted twice as two discharges



ED Encounters and Inpatient Admissions
• Age
• Sex
• Length of stay
• Date of admission
• Primary diagnosis
• Secondary diagnoses
• Up to 8 total

• Procedure codes
• E-codes
• Up to 3

• Total charges
• County of residence



Montana Central Tumor Registry



Central Tumor Registry
• Registry for information on new cancer cases, cancer 

treatment, and outcomes
• All health care facilities and providers must report new cases per MT 

law
• MT has collected data since 1979, more than 95% of all cancers 

recorded



Central Tumor Registry
• Data available on demographics, treatment information, 

cancer site and type, stage at diagnosis
• Easily compared with other states
• Not duplicated
• Limited on the level of information that can be released to 

external parties



Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance 
System (BRFSS)



BRFSS
• Random Digit Dialed Telephone Survey
• Data is available annually
• Asks adults about chronic conditions and health-related 

behaviors
• Designed for State-Level Estimates



BRFSS
• Strengths
• Only source for many chronic 

disease and behavioral risks
• State-level estimates that are 

comparable across the U.S.
• Estimates by Health Planning 

Region available
• Ability to add MT specific 

questions
• Weighted to be representative 

of all non-institutionalized 
adults

• Limitations
• Direct estimates are not 

usually possible for County 
and smaller areas
• Telephone survey so there are 

some populations that are 
missed
• Under-report socially 

undesirable behaviors



Small Area Estimation

• Use population characteristics & statistics to get estimates at 
the county level
• Currently available Through CDC Places for:
• Health Outcomes
• Prevention
• Health Risk Behaviors
• Disability
• Health Status
• Social Determinants of Health

https://www.cdc.gov/places/index.html


National Data Sources

• American Community Survey
• Air Quality
• National Immunization Survey
• National birth and death data (just used to compare to MT data)
• Places



View Data by Topic



Community Health Insights in the 406

https://mt.localhealthdata.com/home/citizen
















Compare Counties











Regional Summaries



Get a snapshot of one geography across 
many health topics
• Regional summaries are still in development, but they will offer 

data snapshots at 3 different levels of geography:
• State
• Health Planning Regions (and maybe other regions in the future)
• County 

• Include data for the selected geography as well as a state and 
national comparison (where available). 



Regional Summary Sections
• Primary Indicators
• Total population
• % of adults who are veterans
• % of people living at or below FPL
• % of people living with a disability
• % of adults who are unemployed

• Graphs
• Birth rate trends
• Death rate trends

• Indictor Tables



• Cancer Incidence
• Cancer Deaths
• Diabetes
• Heart Disease
• Chronic Lung Disease
• Arthritis
• Liver Disease
• Suicide
• Alcohol Use
• Other Substance Use
• Anxiety and Depression
• Birth Outcomes

• Pregnancy Risk Factors
• Motor Vehicle Crashes
• Other Injuries (non-MVC)
• Infant and Child Immunizations
• Adolescent and Adult 

Immunizations
• Tobacco Use
• Social and Community Context
• Healthcare Access
• Cancer Screening
• Communicable disease



Feature Links & 
Additional Resources



Feature Links are right under the blue 
cards



Additional Resources are in the top menu



Contact me for any questions related to 
getting Public Health data

Heather Zimmerman
hzimmerman@mt.gov
406-444-2732

mailto:hzimmerman@mt.gov

